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INSIDE:
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› Dara music stars
› Rock Eisteddfod

› “What are they up to”
› Rugby News

› Expansion plans
› ...and plenty more

Part of the award winning 
performance by the Daramalan 
students at the 2007 Rock 
Eisteddfod
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Welcome to the new Board FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the July 2007 edition of 
the Daramalan Alumni news. 
This is a very exciting time of year for 
our Alumni, with Class Reunion plans 
now in place with the details outlined 
on the following page.
It is also a sad time for both existing 
staff, students and our Alumni with 
the passing of Sr Mary Hamilton 
who was still teaching RE here at 
the College up until the day she died 

in June. We also note the passing of Fr Ray Murray who was at 
the College from 1972 until 1979. And “old boy” Simon Dodson 
(Class of ’71) who died on May 15. Full stories are on Page 6.
In the last six months there have been some very memorable 
achievements from many ex-students and we detail some of these 
milestones inside. The most notable of these is the appointment 
of Peter McGrath (Class of ’72) as the new Chairman of the 
Australian Rugby Union.
The College is expanding again this year with significant changes 
to the Gym and associated buildings on page five we present the 
plans to the public for the very first time. The changes will make 
our hospitality area state-of-the-art as well as providing a dedicated 
Uniform Shop and additional classrooms.
The Daramalan School Board has had a change of leadership for 
the first time since 1997 with the stepping down of the Chair 
Helen Tozer and the appointment of Michael Jamieson as her 
replacement. (See story at left) 
And finally, we continue our series of “Where are they now” and 
what’s happening around the College so you can stay in touch with 
the current Daramalan as well as the your friends and colleagues 
from the past.
If you have any suggestions or feedback, please feel free to email me 
at bernard.kane@daramalanc.act.edu.au . 
Enjoy. 

David Garratt - Principal

Bernard Kane

After ten years as the chair of the 
Daramalan School Board, Helen Tozer has 
stepped down to be replaced by Michael 
Jamieson, an ex-student whose family have 
a long and distinguished involvement with 
the College.

Helen has guided the Board through 
many stages of the College’s growth and 
she comfortably leaves her role knowing her 
efforts have helped to create a bigger and 
stronger Daramalan.

The new Board 
comprises 

Mr Michael 
Jamieson (Chair and 
pictured right aged 

11), Karen Curtis (Deputy Chair), Mr David Garratt 
(Principal) - now Michael Smith - acting Principal Term 
3, Fr Jim Littleton, Fr Denis Uhr - Director of MSC 
Education, Br Barry Smith, Mr Chris Fearon, Mr Ken 
Helm, Ms Stephanie Lynch, Mrs Maggie Moore and 
Mr Peter McGrath.

The Jamieson family involvement goes back to the 
founding days of the College with Michael’s mother Edna Jamieson (left ) 

as school secretary 
for many many years 
and his father John 
Jamieson (left) 
as president of the 
Daramalan Parents 
& Friends Association 
during part of the 
60s.

Best man at the Helm
Daramalan Board member Ken Helm’s (world-famous Riesling 

maker)� ���� �������������� �����������������    ����� ���� ������������   son Matthew graduated from Dara in 1990 and has gone on 
to work as a chef, and now executive chef, in some of the worlds most 
prestigious hotels and resorts.

Pictured here (seated with the short ginger hair) is Matt Helm and 
the picture was taken at the head of the grand staircase in the Raffles 
Hotel in Singapore where Matthew was at the time, Executive Chef. He 

has since been head 
hunted by James 
Packer to take over in 
the same position at 
the Packer casino in 
Macau.

So next time you 
are in Macau, drop 
in, say “hi” and I’m 
sure he’ll buy you a 
beer (or glass of his 
dad’s Riesling) whilst 
reminiscing about his 
days at Daramalan.

New Principal for 
Chevalier College

Our sister school in Bowral, Chevalier 
College, has appointed a new Principal 
commencing the 2008 school year. 

The current head of the school Fred 
Stubenrauch is retiring and will be 
replaced by Mr Chris McDermott who 
has been teaching for over 30 years and 
has been Principal of Catholic schools 
for the past seven years.

�
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It’s Reunion time again and this year we 
have year reunions set down for the Year 
12 Class of 1967, 1977, 1987 and 1997.

The reunions for the classes of ’67, ’77 
and ’87 will be a combined affair to be 
held at McCowage Hall here at the College 
on Saturday October 20. Partners are 
most welcome, and remember if you can’t 
convince your partner or teetotal friends to 
drive you, Canberra has a fine taxi service. 

The details are as follows.

1967, 1977 and 1987 Reunions

The night will commence at 6.30pm 
on the Saturday with tours through the 
school hosted by current students. A spit 
roast dinner will be served at 8.00pm 
consisting of hot roast beef and pork, hot 
roast potatoes, coleslaw, savoury rice, green 
garden salad, Damper rolls and gourmet 
mushrooms.

Dessert will be your choice from the 
dessert platter.

Tea and coffee will be available
A variety of drinks will be on sale all 

night at bar prices and the evening will 
finish at midnight. (Our liquor licence runs 
out then and it can’t be extended). The 
“Tradies” across the road however will be 
open until 4.00am for those who want to 
“kick on”. And if this year’s “7” classes are 
anything like the “6” classes from last year, 
the “Tradies” should do a roaring business 
from midnight on.

The cost for all of this will be $42.00 per 
person.

1997 Year Reunion

Because of the anticipated numbers this 
function will be held at the Gungahlin 
Lakes Golf Club on Saturday night 
October 27 commencing at 7.00pm.

There will be a Buffet Dinner served at 
8.00pm consisting of assorted cold meats 
and salads followed by roast turkey, roast 
potatoes and salads. This will be followed 

by your choice of desserts and tea & coffee 
will be offered at the end of the night.

Drinks will be available at club prices 
during the night.

The cost will also be $42 per person.
So start spreading the word to all your 

friends and relatives from these Dara years 
and remember, if you finished Year 10 in 
‘75, ’85 or ’95, then this is your reunion as 
well

Bookings are now open for both events 
by emailing me at Daramalan on bernard.
kane@daramalanc.act.edu.au listing 
your name, your year and the name of your 
partner if they will be attending as well. 

Payments will be required by the end of 
September. Further details will be provided 
as we get closer to the time.

Start spreading the word…!  

And the Grammy 
goes to...
One of the many delights in my role as Alumni newsletter editor, is 
the feedback I get on the variety of occupations being followed by our 
members.
However it was with great surprise that I learnt of the various musical 
paths that have been followed by many ex-students, both as a hobby 
but more particularly as a profession.
Consequently, I have compiled by no means a comprehensive list of 
performers that date back to the sixties, and I reproduce it here as an 
example of what a Daramalan education can produce. 
If you have any further entries to the Daramalan “Rock ‘n’ Roll” Hall 
of Fame please feel free to email me at bernard.kane@daramalanc.
act.edu.au and I will publish and updated list in the next edition of the 
Alumni news. That includes any errors or omissions I have made with 
the following list. Who knows, if there are enough contemporary bands 
out there, we can email you a weekly Dara Gig Guide!
• �Peter Dodson - Rain, Wally & the Wombats, Heaven & The Ritz, 

etc. 
• �Steve Maughan - Union of Jack, Phoenix, Willy Winter Band, 

Second Movement (this band were playing seven nights a week at 
the Deakin Inn while Steve was in his last years at school) 

• �Spud Murphy - played in a lot of blues bands
• �Kevin Abbey & Robert Monaghan - played in many bands 

including Soho
• �Leigh Taafe (dec) Fairyland Teeny-boppers, PP Pineapple they 

were the support to the Easybeats when they played here in 
Canberra in the era when the Easybeats were at the top of the 
Music World with Friday on my Mind etc.

• �Ian & Peter McDonald - Black Velvet
• �Michael & Stephen Choke - The Choke Bros band 
• �Nunzio, Savario (deceased) and Frank Gambale - Quasar, Kevin 

McLaughlin & The Murrumbidgee Orchestra etc. Frank Gambale 
now lives in LA and is regarded as one of the worlds great jazz 
guitarists, and plays with people like Chick Correa and is the recipient 
of a Grammy award. Nunzio ran the very successful Pro Audio in 
Dickson and Q Audio Sound Studio for many years until he sold the 
businesses a few years back. http://www.frankgambale.com/

• �Mick Hegarty – bass player for the Richard Clapton Band (Girls on 
the Avenue) for many years. He now commutes between Australia 
(Sydney mainly) and the USA (New York) and is a session musician 
for a plethora of performers and bands.

• �Tim Cain – a virtuoso Spanish & Flamenco guitarist. Performed 
with the likes of Paco Pena and is regarded as a world class 
performer. 

• �Mike Backhouse - a finalist on two occasions in the Australian 
Song writing and Performing Competition.

Wow! So come on, let me know of some more recent examples of the 
musical talent fostered here at the College.

1962 - 2007

Fr John McMahon
1962 - 1963

1962 - 2007

Fr John McCowage
1964 - 1970
1980 - 1982

*** 2007 REUNION DETAILS ****
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bernard.kane@daramalanc.act.edu.au
bernard.kane@daramalanc.act.edu.au
http://www.frankgambale.com/
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To match the reputation from past years, the 
2007 Rock Eisteddfod again brought accolades 
and acclaim from the judges and audience at the 
Canberra finals on July 4 at the Canberra Theatre.

Although being narrowly beaten by Chisholm 
High School all the students and staff who 

participated felt a win was justified and will now 
take the show to the Sydney finals at the end of 
July and compete in the Heats against 12 schools 
from across NSW.

It’s not the first production for the Creative Arts 
department this year with the Joe Woodward 
produced and Sr Mary Hamilton written Easter 
Liturgy “Resurrection” which was reviewed by 
Canberra’s “City News” as being “powerful and 
emotive”.

The next production by the students is of “Mac 
the Knife – Children of the Bauhaus” running over 
four nights commencing Wednesday August 1. 

Following this is  “Hating Alison Ashley” which will 
also be held in the Hall from August 16 - 18.

Bookings for both these productions are still 
available from the College at the front counter or 
by phoning reception on 6234 6300.

Current Year 12 student Martin Schubert was 
invited to Parliament House in Canberra in March as 
part of the Government National Awards for Quality 
Schooling, to present a one minute speech to Julie 
Bishop and others, on behalf of all students in 
Australia thanking teachers for “helping us through 
the fifteen most vulnerable years of our lives”. 

His speech is as follows:
Good Morning Minister Bishop, Minister Robb, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. My 
name is Martin Schubert and I am in Year 12 at 
Daramalan College in Canberra. 

It’s a bit strange to be a student speaking to an 
assembly of teachers; normally it’s the other way 
around.

In my school life I have had many teachers, some 
whose classes I looked forward to and others whom I 
struggled to walk to. In a sense teachers can control 
whether I have a good day or a bad day depending on 
what classes I have. 

Day 2 in my timetable has always been my favourite 
day, but not because I have Maths, Physics, English 
and Art but because I have Mr. Mutton, Mr. James, 
Mrs. Clarke and Mrs. Pfitzner. A subject, I have 
found, is only as interesting as the person teaching it. 

The enthusiasm, inspiration and appreciation these 
teachers show in their work, especially in Physics and 
Art, led me to consider becoming an architect, something 

I had never thought about before. As William Butler 
Yeats said “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 
lighting of a fire.” 

And by witnessing the range of awardees here 
today it is clear that such enthusiasm and inspiring 
creativity exists throughout Australian schools. And so 
on behalf of all the students of Australia, I would like 
to congratulate and thank all the principals, teachers, 
school support members, schools and families who 
motivate, encourage and support us through the most 
vulnerable 12 years of our lives.

Dara chalks up another success at Rock Eisteddfod

(Below) McCowage Hall set up for the 2007  
theatre/restaurant productions

Year 11 student Brandon Girvan stars in the 
Daramalan Easter liturgy “Resurrection”

(Right) Students across all years compete in 
the 2007 Rock Eisteddfod at the Canberra 
Theatre

Year 12 student presents at Parliament House

Martin Schubert at Parliament House and pictured 
right with Education Minister Julie Bishop

d a r a m a l a n

1962 - 2007

Fr Jim Littleton
1971 - 1979

1962 - 2007

Fr Bob Irwin
1983 - 1988

D A R A M
A

L
A

N
 C

O
L

L
E

G
E ALUMNI D

IC
K

S
O

N
 A

C
T  2 6 0 2



E D I T I O N  3  -  J U L Y  2 0 0 7
Alumni News

2007 Daramalan 
Rugby News

Rugby is still a force to be reckoned with at the College.
This year the highlight has been the performance of the 1st 

XV. This team began the year by taking out the ACTJRU Knockout 
defeating Southern Inland in the final. The Firsts then took on a 
visiting Brisbane school, Padua College, and defeated them 24 – 0. 

This same team has continued to perform strongly with only 
one loss to St. Edmunds by 40 – 15. Dara were in this game up 
to their eyeballs, leading 9 – 5 midway through the first half and 
harassing the opposition with strong defence throughout the 
game. With fifteen minutes to play Daramalan were trailing 19 – 15 
but after several injury forced replacements St. Edmunds ran in 
three late tries.

The First’s most outstanding win of 2007 so far was their 30 – 0 
defeat of Marist College. In this game, against one of the traditional 
heavyweights of ASC Rugby, Dara totally dominated with a display 
of enterprising attack and committed, bruising “black wall” defence.

Many Daramalan players have also achieved representative 
honours this season. Our ACT representatives in 2007 are:

Under 13s – Sean Crilley 
Under 14s – Toby Ward
Under 15s – Alex Agostino, Tom O’Halloran
Under 16s – Andrew Arganese, Alex Evans
Under 18s – �Brent Skaines, James Lovell, Sean Connochie, 

Tom Hyland, 
ACT Open Schoolboys – �James Lovell, Sean Connochie,  

Josh Aholelei
Look out for these names in the future!

And while we are on the subject of Rugby…

One of our famous “old boys” Peter McGrath (Class of ’72), was 
elected as the Chairman of the Australian Rugby Union in April 
this year. Peter played for the Dara First XV whilst at the College 
and went on to be a foundation member of the Canberra Raiders 
League team famously scoring their first try in their first game. 

 In making the announcement, the ARU said, “The Board of 
Directors of the Australian Rugby Union today elected Peter 
McGrath as the new Chairman of the ARU. Peter was elected 
unanimously and replaces Ron Graham, who has stepped down as 
ARU Chairman to assume the role of ARU Vice President.

Peter, a Canberra based lawyer, is currently the chairman of 
Sanzar and served 10 years as a Director of ACT Rugby, six years as 
Chairman. He has been a Director on the ARU Board for two years.

“I am very pleased to have been entrusted with the role of 
leading this very talented and positive new Board,” said Peter 
McGrath immediately after his appointment as Chairman. Peter 
Cosgrove has been elected Vice Chairman. 

Congratulations.

And one last Rugby matter… 

The Gungahlin Eagles (previously known as Daramalan Rugby 
Club) are holding their annual ‘Red & Black’ Fundraising Ball on 
Saturday August 4 at 7.30pm. 

The ball is to be held at Ainslie Football Club and invites all past 
and current players, family, friends, supporters and students to 
come and enjoy a fun night to help raise much needed funds for 
the club. There will be lucky door prizes, raffles, auctions, giveaways 
and prominent guest speakers.

Tickets are $80.00 each (or a table of 10 for $750) and are 
available from Megan O’Neill on 0410 178 151 or treasurer@
eaglesrugby.com.au

1962 - 2007

Fr Bob Irwin
1983 - 1988

d a r a m a l a n

1962 - 2007

Fr Dennis Uhr
1989 - 1997
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Daramalan College is on the move again 
and this time there are two projects being 
planned that will provide more space 
for staff and students alike as well as 
better access to existing buildings and 
classrooms. 

The first project is a southern enlargement 
of the existing gym building to provide a 
new multi-purpose Hospitality area. 

The plans are reproduced below and the 
project will consist of a two-storey extension 
comprising new commercial grade kitchens, 
cold and dry storage rooms, preparation 
room, new staff rooms and a top floor 
verandah affording spectacular views over 
the oval.

The bottom floor will comprise new 
classrooms and extended change-rooms 
along with a dedicated uniform shop. From 
the start of the 2009 school year, all new 
and second-hand College uniforms will be 
available for sale on-site in the shop.

The second project will comprise a new 
access-way to join the top floors of the 
Sharpe Wing with the existing Reid and 
Administration Buildings to provide an all-
weather walkway between these buildings. 

Both projects are expected to be 
completed in time for the start of the 2009 
school year.

Dara expands again

The top floor of the new Daramalan hospitality wing

�
The bottom floor of the new Daramalan hospitality wing

treasurer@eaglesrugby.com.au
treasurer@eaglesrugby.com.au
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Sr Mary Hamilton RSM.
It was a particularly 

sad day in June with 
the passing of Sr Mary 
Hamilton who many of 
you will remember with 
great fondness from your 
Religious Education 
classes at the College over 
the last five years. 

Sr Mary passed away 
peacefully in her sleep over the Queen’s Birthday 
long weekend and was appropriately laid to rest 
on Sacred Heart Day June 15. The service was 
very emotional with a eulogy by student Adam 
De Cruz, portions of which are reproduced here. 

I never had the chance to be in one of her religion 
classes. I wish I had had that chance. I would have 
been taught by someone so special; as her previous 
students would attest to. This is not just a privilege, 

Her death reminds us that life is sacred, and we 
should take notice of the people around us, around 
our community, and our school. That she is being 
buried today on the Feast of the Sacred Heart is just so 
appropriate for Sr Mary.

There is a message when you log into Daranet. And 
it quotes from Johnson and Johnson 

“Schools are not buildings, curriculum, timetables 
and meetings. Schools are relationships and 
interactions among people.” 

Sister Mary Hamilton was not just in the school, 
she was part of the backbone of the school. I’m going 
to miss those relationships and interactions with her. 
We will all miss her greatly. 

After the service the entire school formed a 
guard of honour along Cowper and Morphett 
Streets to pay Sr Mary the school’s last respects.

Father Ray Murray MSC
Fr. Murray was on the staff here at the 

College from 1972 to 1979 teaching Maths and 
Science with his replacement in 1980 being 
Michael O’Connell who is still teaching here at 
Daramalan.

College Principal David Garratt who taught 
with Fr Murray said of 
him, “Ray was a wonderful 
presence in the College and 
a real gentleman in every 
sense of the word, who went 
about his work with quiet 
efficiency”. “Those who knew 
Ray remember him with great 
fondness. May you Rest in 
Peace”.

Ray, who would have been 74 in August, died 
of cancer which first appeared in 2006. 

Simon Dodson (Class of 1971)
In the late 60’s and early 70’s there existed 

at Daramalan, a family dynasty that altough 
excelled academically, found greater fame in the 
swimming pool. (See picture on right). 

Consisting of four brothers Tim (the oldest), 
Peter, Simon and then Mark, the Dodson 
family of Campbell were to play a crucial role 
in establishing Daramalan as the pre-eminent 
swimming school in the ACT in the sixties 
and seventies. The Dodson Shield, donated by 
their father Leigh, was the highest award in the 
inter-school swimming carnivals held each year 
between us, St Eddies and Marist.

Simon, who was 53, passed away in Sydney on 
May 15 from a massive stroke. His funeral was 

very well attended by many ex-Dara students 
including Tony Gallagher, Gavin Desmond, 
Bede Dempsey and Chris Hurley. A photo 
montage was on show at the church with many 
pictures of his friends from his Daramalan days 
including Brian Callaghan, Damien Smith, 
Chris Leahy, Tony Butler, Ken McLean, Robert 
Catanzariti, Tony McCormick, Paul McCaskill, 
Phil Charlesworth, Phil Conroy, Guy Burrage 
and John Dando.

Tributes came into the school from past 
students such as Tony Rumble, Mick Newham, 
Michael Parker, Chris McAppion, Michael 
D’Ascenzo, Geoff Short, Mark Barratt, Chris 
Nicholls and a very touching sentiment from one 
of his teachers Father John George, who said of 
Simon, “he was a charming very balanced kid - so 
sorry to hear; my next Mass will be offered for the 
repose of his soul and all deceased ex-Dara students”.

Vale Sr Mary, Fr Murray and Simon.

In Memoriam

Daniel Widdowson (Class of ‘98) was up until January this year, the Saturday 
Disney presenter on Channel 7/Prime TV presenter. 
http://www.danielwiddowson.com.au/index.html

Peter J Casey (Class of ’96) is now a well recognised and very funny Cabaret artist 
http://www.nma.gov.au/events/major_events/2005_imtal_conference/biographies/
peter_j_casey/

Queenie Van De Zandt (Class of ’88 and pictured right 
at Daramalan) is also in the theatre performing in a 
variety of shows and cabaret. 
http://www.intrad.com.au/queenie/index.htm

Lorina Gore (Class of ’95) is an award winning soprano 
who regularly travels the world performing at some of the 
most prestigious vocal arenas. 
www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/05/05/1051987652034.html

Lara Cox (Class of ’95) is an actress working in such 
productions as Home and Away, All Saints and Heartbreak 
High, and has also appeared in the feature films Angst, 
Kangaroo Jack and Acting Out. 
http://www.markmorrissey.com.au/customerupdates/profiles/coxlara.htm

Tim Kirk (Class of ’84) is now the owner and winemaker Clonakilla Wines a well-
known cool climate Canberra district winery. 
http://www.clonakilla.com.au/newsletter.html

Jeremy Kirk (Class of ’94) is not only a Rhodes Scholar but is now practising as 
a Barrister in Sydney. Click on the link for a photo of how Jeremy has changed:
http://www.11thfloor.com.au/barristers-jeremykirk.shtml

Jared Rando (Class of ’99) has followed the professional mountain bike path 
http://www.cycling.org.au/Content/NavigationMenu/HighPerformance/
RiderProfiles/MaleRiders/Jared_Rando.htm

Cameron White (Class of ‘01) is a professional biker. 
http://www.bmxonline.com/bmx/news/
article/0,15737,1581908,00.html

John Quinn (Class of ’82 and pictured right) for those that 
follow Australian Rules football and Essendon in particular, 
is the Head Fitness Coach for the club. 
http://www.essendonfc.com.au/team/coach.asp?id=5

Rolfe Hartley (Class of 
‘69) FIEAust, CPEng, FEIANZ, 
FIPENZ (pictured left in 1967 
and right 2007 40 years 
later) has been appointed 
as National President of 
the Institution of Engineers, 
Australia 
http://www.
engineersaustralia.org.
au/about-us/overview/
executive/executive_home.
cfm

What they’re up to now...

1962 - 2007

Mr David Garratt
2002 - Present

1962 - 2007

Mr Frank Fulton
1998 - 2002
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