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New Principal Rita Daniels 

on her fi rst day at the College with 
some of the 2009 student leaders

47 CELEBRATING 
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Alumni News
From the editor
A big 2009 welcome to all the Daramalan 
Alumni members. It’s actually quite scary 
when you realise how fast this decade 
seems to be going. It’s hard to believe 
that the majority of students entering 
Daramalan for the fi rst time this year 
would have little or no memory of the 
Sydney Olympics since they would have 
been just three or four at the time. This 
theme of increasingly faster time is echoed 

in the conversations I have with students at their reunions and the 
universal comment is “where have all the years gone”, and is it really 
10 or 20 or whatever years since we were all together at school.

It can be both exhilarating and frightening to realise that it was 
only “yesterday” that all those schoolyard hopes, plans and dreams 
were ready for action. But then opportunities were delayed with 
more pressing priorities taking precedence and before you know it, 
you’re getting reminders from me about your upcoming reunion. 

The skills and knowledge Daramalan instilled in us, should be 
used to capture the moments that make us all valuable and special 
and now is the time to do it before time slips away. As Robin 
Williams decreed in the excellent movie about the highs and lows 
of teaching “Dead Poets Society”, we should all seize the day, or 
“Carpe Diem” - for those of us who did Latin when it was still an 
elective at the College.

Refl ecting on this theme in this edition is the uplifting story of 
Ashleigh Mannix (Class of 2005) who, at just 24, has risen to 
national prominence through sheer hard work coupled with her 
unbridled vocal talents. We can’t all be “Ashleighs” but in our own 
sphere of infl uence we can be capitalising on the unique talents that 
were recognised and cultivated during our Daramalan years.

We welcome Ms Rita Daniels as our new Principal, and I’m sure 
many of you will have fond memories of her from the twenty-one 
years she spent at the College. We also wish David Garratt well 
on his retirement after 34 years with the College including six as 
Principal.

The 2009 Reunion dates and venues are announced in this edition 
and there is also a feature on the new expanded Alumni website. 

Many of our teachers have spent a large part – if not all –  of their 
teaching life at Daramalan College and it is testament to their 
long-term dedication and conviction that there are always multiple 
student requests to have these staff members at each reunion.

Daramalan College has adopted a theme for each year to provide a 
focus for both staff and students alike. 2009 has been chosen as the 
Year of Faith and I therefore think it is timely to remind ourselves 
that when we left 
Daramalan, we were 
full of faith in ourselves. 
It is important we never 
lose sight of that faith 
and we all “Seize the 
Day” in ’09, our Year of 
Faith. 

Happy reading!
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Fr John McMahon
1962 - 1963Daramalan 
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New Principal looks 
forward to catching up 
with ex-students 

I’d like to welcome you 
all to the fi rst edition of the 
Daramalan Alumni news for 
2009 and take the opportunity 
to introduce myself as the new 
Principal of Daramalan College. 

I’m sure many of you 
remember me from my previous 
time at the College in the 80s 
and 90s and I am delighted to be 
back. It was my great pleasure to 
accept an offer from the College 
Board to lead Daramalan towards 
our 50th year and beyond. 

I would also like at this point 
to publicly acknowledge the commitment that David Garratt, 
who I followed as Principal, put into the College during his six 
years in the role. I thank him most sincerely for all his hard work 
during that time.

I spent many years here at Daramalan and I believe that 
time in various roles across the College gave me experience, 
knowledge and insight into Daramalan that will assist me 
immeasurably as the new Principal. I am delighted to be back 
and although the school has changed in many ways since I was 
last here, the Daramalan MSC ethos is stronger than ever. 

Our facilities are now second to none and although I am 
still in the process of getting to know all the staff and students, 
I have been extremely impressed by what I have seen so far. I 
have many exciting plans for the future and would like to assure 
our student Alumni that I consider them to be an integral part 
of the Daramalan’s community.

The bedrock of our school is the Daramalan Family and as 
ex-students, I know you share my pride in being part of such 
an elite group. Our current students, who are just starting out 
on their journey, are the next generation and with our care and 
love, regardless of where they are in the world or their status 
in society, will grow into mature, self-confi dent and productive 
adults proud to call Daramalan “their school”.

Welcome again and I hope to catch up with many of you 
again at the class reunions in the coming years.

Rita Daniels

Rita Daniels

Farewell Mr D
Mr Frank Djusic, who most of you will remember as one the 
best Hospitality teachers in the ACT - and certainly the nicest 
- retires from 
teaching this year 
after 33 years 
with the College. 
Pictured here is 
Frank in 1977 
and again in 
2008.

Bernard Kane
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It’s reunion time again and as the list of ex-students 
gets bigger every year, so do our reunions. Featured in the 
following pages are some photos from the events held in 
2008, and for the fi rst time, enjoyed in the purpose built 
facilities at the College. 

The new Garratt Hospitality Wing (yes, named after 
David) hosted a combined reunion for approximately 100 
ex-students last October.  The night proved to be a huge 
success with the venue proving perfect. 

So this year we will be holding two Reunions over two 
Saturdays, October 24 and 31. Invitations will also be sent 
out to current and past teachers and details of attendees will 
be updated automatically on the Alumni website “Reunion” 

page.

So if you have old school friends or acquaintances who 
may not have visited the website, now is the time to get 
them to register. 

Specifi c details of all reunions are as follows:

47

Daramalan 
Fr John McCowage

1964 - 1970
1980 - 1982

*** 2009 REUNION DETAILS ****
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CL
ASS OF 1974

REUNION

CL
ALL

R NION35 YEAR
Date: November 2009
Time: TBA

Where: TBA

Cost:  TBA

This Reunion is being organised by one of your classmates Terry Quinane and is set 
down for November this year. An exact date and venue is still to be confi rmed. However 
details will be posted on the Daramalan Alumni website as well as the Class of ‘74 
website which is <http//:quinane.id.au/dara74.html> or by direct contact with Terry 
on <terry@quinane.id.au>.

CL
AS

S O
F 1969, 72 &79

REUNION

CL
ALL

SAA
S 9

R NIONCOMBINED
Date: Saturday 24 Oct 2009
Time: 6.00pm

Where: Garratt Wing, Daramalan

Cost:  $45.00 p/p

Yep, this is the big one! 

We are planning to hold three Reunions on the one night at the new Hospitality Wing 
here at the College. The Classes of 1969, 1972 and 1979. This method worked very well 
last year and creates a great atmosphere in the function room. Tours will be conducted 
through the school from 6.00pm and a sit down meal will be available from 8.00pm.

Drinks will be available at bar prices and we plan to wind it up at midnight. However, 
the “Tradies” is open till 4.00am.

Dress is very informal and partners are most welcome. 

If you decide to drive, then plenty of parking is available right at the door in the Senior 
carpark, which has been extended considerably since we all were last at school.

Start getting the word out now to all your mates and put this date in your calendar. 
More details will be announced on the website in the next 6 weeks.

CL
ASS OF 1999

REUNION

CL
ALL

R NION10 YEAR
Date: Sunday 8 Nov 2009
Time: 5.00pm

Where: Trinity Bar, Dickson

Cost:  Nil - buy your own drinks

The Trinity Bar in Dickson, located at the end of Challis St just behind the old TAB (and 
all Dara students know where THAT is)  is the venue for this event. 

CL
ASS OF 1989

REUNION

CL
ALL

R NION20 YEAR
Date: Saturday 31 Oct 2009
Time: 6.00pm

Where: Garratt Wing, Daramalan

Cost:  $45.00 p/p

Saturday October 31 is set down as a key Reunion Night in 2009. 
We will be conducting escorted tours through the College from 6.00pm and a sit-down 
meal will be served from 8.00pm. 
Drinks will be on sale all night and we plan to fi nish at midnight, however the “Tradies” 
across the road stays open until 4.00am. 
Partners are most welcome because SOMEONE needs to be able to drive home!

Alumni website Football
tipping on again
It’s time again to demonstrate your football tipping skills 
to 47 years of Daramalan Rugby (and AFL) fanatics. 

This year we will be running both a NRL and AFL compe-
tition with the fi rst prizes being genuine Daramalan First 
XV football jerseys embroidered with your name and 
acknowledgement of your amazing tipping skills. You also 
get to choose your size from large, extra large and “front-
rower”. 

I will send an email out to everyone when the details and 
fi xture cards are loaded in the system. Stay tuned.  

We Remember...
Two people with strong and proud connections with Dara sadly passed 
away last year. 

Frank Hegerty, the father of Michael (‘72) and Mark (‘74) died in 
September last year. Frank was a key member of the Daramalan Football 
Club in the College’s early years acting as President from the mid sixties 
to the early eighties as well as the founding President of the Daramalan 
Rugby and Social Club built in Dickson in 1978.

I’m sure many past students remember with great 
fondness Mrs Edna Jamieson, who for many years was 
the school secretary at the College and consequently 
the main point of contact when students had to deliver 
notes, payments, or just to use the phone in the offi ce. 
Unfortunately Mrs Jamieson passed away late last year 
aged 91. Her son Michael is the current Chair of the 
Daramalan Board. 
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The fi rst project completed last year was the 
construction of a linking bridge between Reid 
and Sharpe wings. 

As we all remember so well, there had been 
no protection from the weather for students 
moving between these buildings. So a new fi rst 
fl oor linking bridge provides a wide corridor 
and additional locker area as well as a sheltered 
“walkway” underneath between the buildings. 

A competition was conducted among 
students for the design of 
three stained glass windows 
on religious themes to go into 
the new area. The winning 
entries (below and right) were 
from Lauren Weston (‘07) 
and Vanessa Schimizzi (Year 
11 2008) and Johanna Butler 
(Year 10 2008) and were 
made by ex-student Max 

Giampietro (‘75).
Then in August the new Garratt Hospitality 

Wing was offi cially opened and has been 
acclaimed by students, parents and other 
schools as being one of the fi nest examples of its 
kind in Australia. Not only does it incorporate 
professional teaching facilities, but has 
state-of-the-art catering facilities that 
are capable of providing for the most 
demanding of functions. Opening in 
time for the 2008 Alumni reunions, each 
event held so far has been hailed a great 
success.

These photos show the scope and 
depth of the building, which has been 
designed with green credentials as part 
of the initial designs. Consequently 

the building features solar hot water, rooftop 
rainwater collection, and natural cooling using 
thermal transfer principles with a focus on 
minimising power usage.

Part of the new design also catered for 
an expansion of the gym facilities with 
the addition of three new classrooms and 
expanded change rooms.

Since 1962 external retailers have traditionally 
sold Daramalan uniforms, but with the opening 
of the new wing, the College now features 
a dedicated Uniform Shop staffed and run 
by the P&F. Both High School and College 
uniforms including socks and hair accessories 

(for girls only) are available along with PE and 
sports clothing requirements. The shop is open 
Tuesday to Friday and details including a price 
list are available on the Daramalan website 
at www.daramalan.act.edu.au/ourschool/
uniform-other.html

2008 & 2009 College building program
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The new Dance studio in the Sharpe Wing

The Sharpe/Reid Walkway
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Fr Jim Littleton
1971 - 1979

Daramalan 
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Daramalan 
Fr John McCowage

1964 - 1970
1980 - 1982

For those of you who have not visited the website for a while, 

you will notice quite a few changes since you last logged on. The 

Home Page has had a complete revamp with many additional 

features now available.

The fi rst and most signifi cant change is the link to Google 
maps for ex-students who have their address listed in the data-

base. This facility gives you, at a glance, the ability to instantly 

see where your classmates are anywhere in the world. You can 

then zoom down to street level for that really “intimate” look or, 

if the facility is available for that region, change to street view 

for a photographic view of the street. A marvellous and highly 

unproductive time-waster for those “quieter” moments at work!

The second change is I have added an electronic business 
card facility. If you have indicated in your profi le that you run 

a business or off er a service, a “business card” has been created 

for you that will be on regular rotation on the Home Page. This 

serves to publicise your business and what you are off ering to all 

2000 odd ex-Dara students. (I mean “odd” in the “approximate” 

way in that last sentence rather than the “strange” meaning – but 

I’m sure you got that!). So if you fi nd yourself in Washington 

DC late one night looking for a hotel after having fl own in with 

Singapore Airlines (Stephen Forshaw 1987), give Matthew 
Carroll (Class of 1993) a call at the Marriott Hotel. If things 

go pear-shaped over there, barrister Mark Dempsey (Class of 
1976) could be your man. 

So if you are in business and would like to increase your turn-

over amongst the Daramalan family, make sure you have all the 

details listed in your profi le. To add information, click on <Update 

your profi le> in the left hand index on the Home Page and then 

click the <business directory> tab across the top. This will pres-

ent you with a variety of options for the amount of information to 

be presented including the option of off ering discounts to alumni 

members.

We’ve also added a birthday panel, which is a list of ex-

students who are celebrating a birthday in the particular month 

you log on. So for instance if you access the site this month, 

you will see a list of approximately 100 alumni members who 

celebrate birthdays during February. More great time-wasting 

functionality!

What is useful is the link panel in which you can add an email 

address of classmates who may not be currently be listed on our 

site. So if you are still in touch with old school friends and you 

have their email address, just cut and paste it into this box and 

we will send them an invitation to register on the site. The more 

contacts we have, the more ex-students we can invite to reunions 

and events and no one misses out. 

Another useful feature on the Home Page is the daily 
calendar with links to upcoming events. Each day is highlighted 

and a summary of events are profi led with links to details on the 

inside pages. 

So if it’s been some time since you last visited, now’s the time 

for a refresh.

For those of you who have not visited the website for a while 2000 odd ex Dara students (I mean “odd” in the “approximate”

Alumni Website News
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Fr Bob Irwin
1983 - 1988Daramalan 
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Francis Hegerty 

(Pictured at 
back of boat) 
attended 
Daramalan 
from 1992 
until 1997 
playing 
football for 

the College and in representative teams 
including the ACT U/15’s. He also coxed 
the College VIII rowing team and went on to 
row for the university of Sydney and Austral-
ian crews. His skills in this area led to his 
appearance at this years Beijing’s Olympics 
in the Men’s 4 with the team taking second 
place with an Olympic Silver medal.

While we are on the Hegerty family, 
Francis’ uncle is Michael Hegerty (Class 
of 1972) who has played with many bands 
over the years, including Richard Clapton 
and Jimmy Barnes. (See bottom of page).

Marc Herbert
(Class of 2005) 
student debuted 
for the Canberra 
Raiders against 
the Gold Coast 
Titans late in the 
2008 NRL season, 
handling his 
opening game with 
aplomb and scoring 

a try to cap of a successful launch to his 
fi rst grade career. Herbert, 21, played the 
majority of the 2008 season for the Souths 
Logan Magpies in the Queensland Cup, 
but has long been touted as a fi rst grade 
possibility for the Green Machine. 

Nick Kouparitsas 
(Class of 2001) played lock and fi ve-eighth 
for the Canterbury Bulldogs in 2008. Nick 
joined the Bulldogs in 2006 as a lock 
forward. Originally recruited from Western 
Suburbs, Nick became a regular member of 
the Premier League team and received his 
opportunity in the NRL against Canberra 
in Round 14 when Willie Mason, Andrew 
Ryan and Nate Myles were absent on 
representative duty.

Nick played for the Greek Rugby League 
side in 2005 in a friendly match against 
Malta. He also took part in the historic 
fi rst Rugby League match to take place in 
Greece, which was played in Athens on 28 
October 2006.

Lorina Gore 
(Class of ’95) is a soprano in the UK 
working with the National Opera Studio. 
After Daramalan Lorina completed 
postgraduate voice studies at the Australian 
National University in Canberra and won 
several prestigious opera awards, including 
the Robert & Betty Saltzer Prize (Opera 
Foundation Australia 2004), 2nd prize in 
the Herald Sun Aria (2002 and 2004), the 
Lady Galleghan Scholarship for Voice, 
the Frank and Viola Tait Scholarship, the 
Phoebe Patrick Award, and fi rst place in the 
Australian National Aria Competition. 

Nicole Marane 
(Class of ’95) is a 
doctoral student at 
the Eastman School 
of Music. She won a 
Graduate Teaching 
Assistant Prize for 

excellence in teaching and completed a 
Master of Music Degree in 2003 and has 
held graduate assistantships in both the 
harpsichord and sacred music programs.

Michael Laff an 
(Class of 1987) is now a lecturer in Asian 
Studies at Princeton University. He had 
brothers Shawn (’89) and Julian (’91) at 
Dara as well. His sister Rebecca (’96) 
is a teacher at Mackillop College in 
Tuggeranong and their father Paul sung at 
the Australia (Wallabies) v France test at 
ANZ Stadium on 29 June last year.

Rachel Power 
(Class of ’97) who married Greg Pook (Class 
of ’92) - who is now Greg Power - are now 
doing the PowerShot Great Aussie Road Trip 
which was featured in the “Relax” magazine 
in the Sunday Canberra Times. They are on 
a journey around Australia with their two 
young daughters photographing the country 
from the perspective of all the family 
members. There is more info, a gallery of 
images and their journal on how the trip 
has gone so far on their website <www.
greataussieroadtrip.com.au>.

John Rogers 
(Class of 2004) played for the ACT 
Invitational XI team against India at Manuka 
Oval this year. He fell heartbreakingly short 
of a century, hitting 98 from 190 balls in 
four hours against India in this his debut 
match into the big time.

Cameron White 
(Class of 2001) is now a professional 
freestyle BMX rider who has been 
competing on the USA Pro circuit since 
2004 and has been a part of the very 
competitive “Aussie Invasion”. Cam’s latest 
accomplishments include 1st place in Red 
Bull Elevation Mexico 2008, 2nd place in 
Extreme Thing Las Vegas 2008, 1st place 
Monster BMX Games Australia 2008, 1st in 
Vodafone X-Air in New Zealand 2007 and 
1st at the 2006 Vans Invitational. 

6

Michael Hegerty (Class of ‘72) mentioned in 
a story on Page 3 of the “Canberra Times” in 
October 2008 (....Continued next page)
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Cameron regularly appears on Foxtel 
and recently fi lmed advertisements for 
Sanitarium, McDonalds, Mongoose Bikes 
and Unit Clothing.  He has also featured 
in “Justify - a 2 wheel fi lm” a feature fi lm 
about extreme riding, and presented some 
Awards at the Daramalan’s Gala Night this 
year.

Matt Helm
(Class of ‘90) son of 
famed winemaker and 
ex-Daramalan Board 
member Ken Helm, 
made a fl ying visit to 
Dara in August to help 
open the new Garratt 
Wing. He is currently 
Executive Chef at 

James Packer’s casino in Macao. 

Heidi Yates 
(Class of  ‘98) was named the “ACT Young 
Lawyer of the Year” in 2008.

Mark Cunliff e 
(Class of ’67) was 
awarded the Public 
Service Medal in 
the 2009 Australia 
Day Honours list 
for outstanding 
public service in the 
provision of high 
level legal advice 
in the Department 

of Defence, particularly in relation to 
Australian Defence Force deployments 
overseas and reform of the military justice 
system.

Mark is Head of Defence Legal in the 
Department of Defence. In this role he is 
responsible for an integrated national in-
house legal service staffed by ADF and APS 
personnel. 

This consists of a group of about 250 
permanent staff and 430 Reserve Legal 
Offi cers, who serve in over 50 different 
sites, in commands, bases and units across 
Australia, as well as overseas, including 
on deployment. Most permanent legal staff 
are ADF offi cers and most of the division’s 
members are located outside Canberra.

Mark was born in Sydney, educated at 
Daramalan and has an Arts/Law degree 
from the Australian National University. He 
worked as a journalist and as a solicitor in 

private legal practice, before joining the 
Australian Public Service in the Department 
of Social Security in 1978. 

Daniel Halangahu 
(Class of 2001) is playing for the NSW 
Waratahs this year. Below is the Canberra 
Times player profi le list from the 2009 Super 
14 supplement.14 supplement.

Tim Kirk 
(Class of 1985) featured in the “Epicure” 
section of the Melbourne Age

Fr Terry Naughton MSC

The Naughton Wing at the College was named after him.

Terry was born in Allora in 1939, a small rural town in the 
Darling Downs of SE Queensland. His early schooling was in 
Warwick with the Sisters of Mercy and the Christian Brothers. 
In 1956, he entered the apostolic school in Douglas Park. After 
the novitiate, he studied at Croydon and Canberra and was 
ordained in Toowoomba in 1966.
His fi rst posting was to Daramalan as a scholastic in 1962 
which was the opening year of the College. After ordination 
he returned as Assistant Principal to the Junior School. With 
Frank Anderson MSC and Tony Caruana MSC he was heavily 

involved in parent groups, father/son camps, twilight retreats for parents and retreats 
for religious. 
After discernment he did a year’s study at the Institute of Spirituality in Berkeley, 
California.He then went to Chevalier College Bowral NSW in 1980, where he was 
again Assistant Principal for the junior school for 18 months.
He was appointed to the formation of MSC pre-novices until 1985. This was 
preparation for his next appointment as director of the novitiate which was from 1987 
to 1996. In 1997, he moved to Retreat House in Sydney where he has worked with 
committed people ever since.

fter him.

(....from previous page)

1962 - 2007 
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Mr Frank Fulton
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8

E D I T I O N  5  -  M A R C H  2 0 0 9

Alumni News
WHERE ARE THEY NOW...
Ashleigh Mannix

(Class of 2005) The “Sun-Herald” 
Sunday Magazine ran a two 
page feature (pictured right) on 
“our” Ashleigh during February 
this year in anticipation of the 
release of her second CD. It also 
featured her modelling some 
attractive frocks appropriately 
coloured in her school colours 
of red and black. Let’s hope she 

was responsible for the choice of colours!

Ex-student TV appearances
The College has three links to current Australian TV 
shows and a movie over the last six months or so.

Cain Broderick 

(Class of 2005) Appeared as a 
contestant on the Australian 
version of the Channel 
9  (WIN) gameshow 
“Wipeout”. He featured on 
the February 24th episode 
as “Mikey Broderick”.

LLoyd Alison-Young 

(Class of 2008) who 
is arguably our most 
famous media star, 
has appeared in 
“The Strip”, (again 
a Channel 9/WIN 
production), “All 
Saints” on Channel 
7 (Prime) and had 
a pivotal role 

as “James” in the award-winning 
Australian movie “The Black 
Balloon”.

The third appearance is not strictly 
an ex-student, but the daughter 
of one of our (quite famous) 
alumni who can’t be named 
for confi dentiality reasons. 
His daughter is “Tina”, an 
accountant from Canberra, 
and she was a contestant on 
“Farmer wants a Wife”, also 
on Ch 9 (WIN). She went 
through the culling process 
only to miss out on “true 
love” as one of fi ve girls 
chosen by the farmer from 
Holbrook. She was part 
of the group that went off-shore 
fi shing on the boat.
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2008 Reunion - Classes of ‘68 ‘69 & ‘71

2008 Reunion - Class of 1988
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2008 Reunion - Class of 1978
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