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WELCOME TO 2021
After a very mixed 2020, 

I am pleased to say that 
2021 looks like being a 
more normal year, after the 
interruptions and upheavals 
last year as a result of 
COVID. 

Fortunately, Daramalan 
was in a better position than most as we 
had been progressively implementing 
school-wide digital improvements meaning 
that when the students had to work from 
home, the change to remote learning for 
the students was immediate and relatively 
seamless. We had many positive comments 
from parents as to how stress-free this 
necessary transition was. 

Another result of the pandemic, was that 
all bar one of our planned Class Reunions, 
had to be cancelled. We did manage an 
event in December for the Class of 2010. 
More info on that later.

All the other school events which 
usually gives parents and ex-students an 
opportunity to come back and see the 
College also had to be put on hold. There 
were no social functions, no Open Evening, 
Sports Award nights, Grandparents Day, 
with the end-of-year Graduation Evenings 
limited to students only. 

Hopefully this year we will be able to 
offer all of the above and more, so we 
get to see as many parents and Alumni as 
possible over the next nine months.

Although we’re not back to 100%, I’m 
sure by the time we get to the pointy end 
of the year when events such as the Year 12 
Graduation Dinner will be held, things will 
be back as they were at the end of 2019. 
Our 2020 Year 12 parents really missed not 
being able to share the final Grad Dinner 
with their kids. Fingers crossed it only gets 
better from here.

BERNARD KANE - Editor
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What a remote presentation  
looked like from our end

Bernard Kane
Editor

Social distancing and remote learning. All 
classrooms now feature  large TV screens

Daramalan College buildings and grounds 2020.
Mt Majura in the background

NEW PRINCIPAL
With the retirement 

of Principal Rita Daniels 
last year, we welcome 
Rachel Davies (right) 
as Daramalan’s ninth 
Headmaster/Pr inc ipa l 
since 1962. 

She has been the Deputy Principal for 
the last two years and is highly skilled 
as an educator and administrator and 
exceptionally well respected by our 

students, staff and families. 
The new Deputy Principal 

for 2021 is James Keeley, 
(left) who has been with 
the school for a number of 
years as Assistant Principal 
for Pastoral Care in Years 

9 to 12. His role has now been filled by 
Nathan Greatz, another long-serving 
staff member.

OPEN EVENING
Relaxing of the COVID restrictions 

means we can once again hold our 
Open Evening at the College. It won’t 
be exactly the same as previous years, 
but prospective families will still get 
an opportunity to tour the College 
accompanied by our current students. 
Unfortunately, there will be no 
Presentations at the end of the tours, 
as there has been in previous years, 
as restrictions still do not allow us to 
have a hall full of people. These will be 
available on the website instead.

So, if you have a child you are 
considering enrolling at Daramalan in 
2022, you’re most welcome to come 
along and have a look around the school. 
Tours commence in the afternoon of 
this Thursday 25 March at 5.00pm and 
6:15pm. Bookings are essential. Visit the 
Daramalan website www.daramalan.act.
edu.au and click the <Bookings> link.
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BUILDING PROGRAM
For the last 10 years at Daramalan, there has 

been almost constant and ongoing building 
program upgrading existing Wings and 
building brand-new ones. 

Students from our very early years would now 
only recognise two Wings that look remotely 
like the original buildings. They are the first 
two buildings which housed the primary classes 
and Form 1. They are now called the Reid Wing 
(named after Mrs Jean Reid) and McMahon 
Wing after our first Headmaster. Everything else 

is either new 
or modified 
so heavily to 
be almost 
unrecognisable. 
On the opposite 
page you’ll 
see how the 

buildings have changed over the years.
This on-going work has included the Quads, 

grounds as well as school fencing. 
Our Maintenance Team have to be applauded 

for their skills and diligence in keeping the College 
in tip-top condition. If you get the chance to 
drive by the school, you would have noticed the 
grounds are looking the best they ever have been. 

But we are not stopping there.  

This building 
program is 
continuing with a 
new Performing 
Arts Centre which 
will be known as 
the Issoudun Wing, 
named after the 
French town where 
Jules Chevalier 
founded the MSC. 

The main 
performance area 
- the highlight of 
the building - will 
be named The Joe 
Woodward Theatre 
after our current, 
long-serving 
and much-loved 
Performing Arts 

Coordinator. A fitting tribute to a highly skilled 
and talented teacher and mentor.

So, with the plans now underway, the original 
Residence (incorporating the 
Chapel, First Aid and the 
Naughton Wing) was demolished 
over the summer holidays 
after the departure of the last 
remaining MSC to Sydney in 

February last year. It was just 
not practical or feasible anymore 
for the three remaining MSC, Fr 
Jim Littleton, Fr Harold Baker, 
and Brother John Walker, aged 
ranged 90, 96 and 75 respectively, 
to remain in Canberra, so 12 months ago they moved to the MSC 
Monastery in Kensington Sydney, where the MSC Community live.

The Residence has now gone and it is currently a temporary staff 
car park until the building work commences later this year. 

I’ll keep you updated on its progress and there will be future 
opportunities to be involved with current plans including some form 
of ‘donors’ wall for our past students and families. I’ll let you know 
details as they are finalised. 

The original  
Reid Wing

The Year 10 Quad, now known 
as the McMahon Quad

Seating in the McMahon Quad

The finished  McMahon Quad

Handball in the Senior Quad

The original Residence in 1964 Now gone

Artists representation of the 
new Performing Arts Wing

New landscaping in the Senior Quad

BEFORE AND AFTER IMAGES FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL

Joe Woodward

Daramalan College in the 70s
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2021 REUNIONS
Year reunions are in the planning stages for 

the graduating classes of years 1971, 1981, 
1991, 2001 and 2011. 

At this stage the anticipated dates will be 
spread over September and October and I am 
currently working with venues and pricing. If 
you would like some input please contact me at 
bernard.kane@daramalan.act.edu.au and let me 
know your preferences.

Once the details are finalised, I will send all 
members in their respective years an email 
direct which will be accompanied by a copy of 
the student rolls for that year. Hopefully this will 
assist you in contacting anyone not registered 
with our Alumni and you can let them know of the 
Reunion. 

The details will also be on our Facebook page 
here: www.facebook.com/daramalanalumni

STAFF and EX-STAFF NEWS
RITA DANIELS

Former Principal 
Rita Daniels finished 
as Principal at the 
end of last year 
after a Daramalan 
career spanning 
over 40 years. 

Starting in 1979 
to teach English and Geography, Rita has also 
worked in many other roles at the College over 
her long and valued career. We wish her well 
and she will still stay in touch with the school 
staying on to assist in a volunteer 
capacity to assist with the 
planning for next year’s 60th. I am 
sure you will have a chance at one 
of the many functions in 2022 to 
reconnect with her. 

INDERPHAL SINGH

After a 20-year career at 
Daramalan, beloved Science 
teacher Mrs Singh also retired at 
the end of Term 4 2020. 

She will be sadly missed as most 
recent Science students reveled in 
her passion and love of Science, 

especially Chemistry. We all wish you a happy 
retirement Ms Singh.

JEAN REID

Former Dara teacher Mrs Jean 
Reid turned 105 last year which 
now makes her one of Australia’s 
oldest living residents.

Her birthday was celebrated 
with her children in Moruya with 
(from left) former Daramalan Principal David 
Garratt, Fr Martin the Parish Priest of Moruya, 
the four Reid girls - Trish, Elizabeth, Mardi and 

Joan, as well as Neal Smith from the Class of 
1983. Neal is the son of another well-lived former 
teacher Pat Smith now aged 94. 

Pictured in the front row is another former 
Principal Fr Bob Irwin, Br Barry Smith, the 
birthday girl, and Pat 
Smith. Incidentally Jean’s 
hair was done by Emilio 
Cataldo (1972) , pictured 
right, who drove to the 
coast just for her special 
day. An amazing life from 
an amazing woman.

AND FINALLY, FROM THE 
EDITOR...

I retired last year from full-time 
work at the School. However, I will 
be continuing looking after the 
Alumni until...well, just until...

FR JIM LITTLETON’S NEW BOOK 
Fr Jim Littleton, Headmaster during the 

seventies, retired in 2019, and moved up to 
the MSC monastery at Kensington Sydney 
after the Daramalan Residence closed over 12 
months ago. 

I let you know of his new book called “Love 
Seeking Truth” in my last communication, 
but for some 
reason the link 
didn’t work for 
some people. 
Not sure why 
but let’s get it 
fixed because 
I can strongly 
recommend 
his work. 
It is a most 
interesting 
read.

So, with 
fingers crossed 
this time, the 
link is here: https://tinyurl.com/yrnkhffx

It is also browsable through each chapter so 
you can delve into each section depending on 
your era.

I also have a (very) limited number of hard 
copies. If you like one let me know by email 
bernard.kane@daramalan.act.edu.au 

Emilio Cataldo 
1972 and 2020

IT WAS PRICKLY PROBLEM AT THE PRESS 
CLUB LAST MONTH

Unfortunately, a significant 
lunchtime address at the National 
Press Club in late February had to be 
quickly cancelled due to the no-show 
of the Defence Minister. This posed 
a prickly crustacean problem for the 
Press Club Chief Executive, and ex-
Dara boy, Maurice Reilly (1978).

With not wanting to turf out 200 
thawed and delicious WA crays, 
Maurice hastily organised a special 
members-only $10 lobster lunch. 
Now you’d think that was a great idea, especially 
as 220 crays sold out in 72 mins. But, in this age 
where offence is found everywhere, Maurice was 
bombarded with criticism of “being out of touch”, 
“being part of the Canberra bubble” (whatever 
that means), and generally showing bad taste 
when JobSeeker only went up by $3.57 (not sure 
of the connection). Maurice had to explain that 
they couldn’t be donated since they were thawed 
out and apologised if anyone was offended. All 
that Dara education certainly came in handy!
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RAY FAMILY AWARD

At the annual Year 11 student 
Awards, held at the College on 
Thursday 25 February a new 
Perpetual Award was announced. 
Called the Ray Family Award it 
was presented to current student 
Lisa Hutchinson (pictured right) 
by Ray family matriarch Mrs Lyn Ray.

This new Award marks the 
contribution the Ray family has 
made to Daramalan over the 
last 47 years. The connection 
began in 1973, when Chris came 
to Dara, graduating in 1980. He 
was followed by Jennifer (1984), Matthew (1985) and 
David (1988). Tragically, on 4 May 1985, Matthew was 
killed in an accident. Sadly, another student also lost 
their life in 1985 with Richard Rusnik passing away in 
September.

The Ray’s grandchildren, twins Isabella and John 
Rees, graduated in 2019 and finally Sophie Rees will 
graduate this year. 

The Ray Family Award is 
presented to a student in 
Year 11 who demonstrates a 
strong commitment to serving 
the community and who is 
particularly mindful of those 
people who are most vulnerable. 

Lisa was also awarded 
the perpetual award for 

Mathematics (the Wendy Wade Award) which 
was presented by retired Maths teacher Mrs 
Wendy Wade, pictured above. Lisa is a most 
worthy winner of both Awards.
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Chris Ray

Richard Rusnik

David Ray

Jennifer Ray

Matthew Ray
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DR ANGELA WORTHINGTON AWARD FOR SCIENCES

In February last year, it was my sad duty 
to let our Alumni know that Dr Angela 

Worthington from the 
Class of 1992, a noted 
cardiologist, passed 
away from Motor 
Neuron Disease in 
Newcastle.

In honour of 
Angela’s memory, the 

Worthington family created a new Year 12 
Award category called, appropriately enough, 
the “Dr Angela Worthington Award for 
Sciences”. 

The inaugural winner was 2020 Year 12 
student Alexandra van Gageldonk who was 
presented with the Award by Angela’s mum 
Katrina, seen here centred, along with sisters 
Stephanie (1991) above right and Penelope 
(1995) left, at the Daramalan Year 12 Awards 
Night held in December last year. 
Angela felt very strongly about her 
responsibility for training the next 

generation of 
cardiologists 
and believed 
that women 
should be at 
the forefront 
in this field 
and so Alexandra was the perfect choice to 
carry on Angela’s wishes. A fitting memory 
of an outstanding former Daramalan 
student. 

Sarah 
Worthington

Stephanie 
Worthington

FOOTY TIPPING IS BACK THIS YEAR
With the NRL season not being run in its 

usual format last year, I had no option but to 
cancel the annual Footy Tipping competition. 
Thankfully it’s back this year and started last 
Thursday 11 March. The Comp is free and 
simple to join, just click here:  
https://ap.ptly.com/act/daramalanc/#nrl2021

As per usual, we compete against other 
Colleges across Australia and New Zealand and 
Daramalan members have been remarkably 

successful in previous years 
with Mark Dawes (1969) 
winning the competition in 
2019. This year, if one of our 
clever Alumni can take it out 
again, they will receive a new 
55” Smart TV. That’s a good 

enough incentive I’d reckon!
And it’s not too late to register. If you come 

on now you’ll be allocated all AWAY team 
results in the first Rounds.

TWO NEW PERPETUAL AWARDS ANNOUNCED
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WE REMEMBER...

FR HAROLD BAKER MSC
27/11/1923 - 14/3/2021

The word icon is 
often overused these 
days, but at Dara we 
believe the word was 
invented for Fr Harold 
Baker. For forty-five 
years Fr Harold WAS 
Daramalan to so many 
different students for so 
many different reasons. 
Harold arrived at 
Daramalan in 1975 

coming from our sister school “Downlands 
College” in Toowoomba Queensland. He took 
over the senior student role previously held by 
Fr Anthony Prentice. Girls didn’t arrive at Dara 
for another three years and Harold immediately 
made an impression on his new Fifth Form (Year 

11) boys by informing them that, 
“wearing white shirts not only 
gives you great freedom but even 
greater responsibilities”. That 
was his style; firm but gentle, 
allowing each student develop 
their own personality under his 
careful guidance. 
Harold went on to work in many 
areas of the school, from helping 
on the school magazine and his 
famous pie-baking competitions, 
finishing up as Deputy Principal 
and Board member in his later 
years. However, most students 
would remember Fr Harold 

for his twenty-three years teaching students 
Ballroom dancing 
for their annual 
Year 12 Debutante 
Balls.
Harold retired to 
the Residence over 
15 years ago, but 
was still a familiar 
figure around the 

grounds as he zipped along in his electric cart 
passionately interested in the developments 
at the school and still being able to remember 
everyone’s name despite his advancing years. 
Harold finally departed Daramalan with the 
closure of the MSC Community in December 
2019. He passed away in Sunday March 14 2021.
I think the last words about Harold’s impact 
on the Daramalan community is best left to his 
students:

Tanya Clark (1982)
RIP Father Baker... we all have lost a truly kind, 
compassionate and extraordinary man, loved and 
respected by all who knew him... I have wonderful 
memories of Father Baker teaching me Religious 
studies, being a guiding light in difficult times and 
let’s not forget he was a wonderful ballroom-dancing 
teacher! Vale Father Baker - here’s to a life well lived!

Liz Wheatley (1983)
Such a kind soul. Fond memories of learning to dance. 
Felt immediately welcomed to the Dara family when 
he knew us by name after the first meeting.

Caroline Hutton (1986)
I often describe the ballroom dancing classes to my 
kids! But my favourite memory of Fr Baker apart 
from his excellent dance moves, is him letting me 
play U2’s “Pride” in honour of Martin Luther King 
Day through the speakers from his office on “early 
morning April 4” in 1986. Awesome guy

Jacqueline Golding (1987)
Fr Baker you were such a wonderful and kind man 
and I along with so many others have so many 
beautiful memories of you.
You taught me ballroom dancing at Daramalan 
34 years ago, married me nearly 25 years ago and 
christened our two sons 21 years and 17 years ago. 
We were so blessed to have had you in our lives.

Adriana Lulic (1988)
RIP Father Baker. A kind and beautiful man, so very 
much loved and respected by all who knew him. 

Nicole Fitzpatrick (1988)
Like so many others I have very fond memories of Fr 
Baker. A true Dara icon. RIP

Queenie Van der Zandt (1988)
He was a beautiful man and a true reflection of what 
priest should be. And what a dancer. He was so loved 
by everyone I went to school with. What a big effect 
he would have had on so many children during his 
long life as a teacher. Rest in Peace Father Harold and 
thanks for helping us all look graceful on the dance 
floor.

Nicole Nugent (1989)
Vale Fr Baker. Some of my fondest memories of Dara 
are filled with you.

Meg Brown (1991)
The world has lost a good man. His generosity, 
compassion and gentleness were extraordinary. I will 
never forget the kindness he showed me during some 
of the most difficult years of my life.

Linda Zakman (1992)
RIP Father Baker. You were always there to listen and 
solve our problems. I’ll be eternally grateful for your 
kindness.

Mary Barton (ex-teacher)
RIP, Harold. My memories include you being a 
caring, supportive workmate, ballroom dancing 
teacher and your saying: Just passing through’ (the 
staffroom)

Belinda Breen
Rest in Peace Father Baker. You were such a 
wonderful part of Daramalan. I will always remember 
your soft ways, your kindness and your care.

Emma Jane
Fr Baker was the epitome of what a person should be; 
kind, respectful, and welcoming to all. His funeral 
will be held 26 years to the day since he married me. 
RIP to one of life’s great men.

Christine Higgisson
I will always remember Harold as the person who 
taught generations to dance (and wasn’t he amazing 
on the dance floor!), a generous soul who was there 
for me when my Dad died, he also performed marriage 
ceremonies and baptisms for many of us. 

Fr Bob Irwin, Fr Harold,  
Br Dave Merrick and Fr Jim 

Littleton in 2012

Fr Bob Irwin and  
Fr Harold at a  

Daramalan Deb Ball

KIM HANCOCK – CLASS OF 1967
Kim was a valued and 
high-profile member of 
the Daramalan family and 
sadly passed away in the 
middle of last year. He 
was just 71 and he was 
an original “Dara Boy” 
starting at the College on 
Day 1 1962.
Kim played a prominent 
role in the early days of 
Daramalan especially in 

the religious and sporting aspects of the College 
which included leading the Young Christian 
Student groups and then going on to help 
establish the first Daramalan Alumni organisation 
in the early 70s.
Kim spent six years in the Army after leaving 
school, but is best known for his work with 
Canberra’s Aerial Taxis for the last 47 years, 
finishing as up as Board Chairman.
He was an avid and passionate supporter of the 
Daramalan Eagles Football Club and was manager 

of the 1st Grade Grand Final and Premiership 
winning teams in the 80s and in recognition of his 
long-time commitment was honoured with a life 
membership.
He was a generous and 
willing supporter of all 
things Daramalan and 
he is greatly missed. On 
a personal note, Kim and 
I were mates for over 
60 years as we grew up 
together as neighbours 
in Duffy St during the 
60s. Vale Kim.

JOHN PASSANT – CLASS OF 1971
John Passant sadly died of 
cancer in April last year. John, 
66, was a Canberra Press Gallery 
political correspondent, ANU 
lecturer and Tax Office Assistant 
Commissioner. He will however 
be best remembered for his 
life-long commitment to social 
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activism forming the organisation “Socialist 
Alternative”.
A summary of John’s life deserves more than a 
few paragraphs as his achievements are quite 
remarkable.
Even while John was at school he was agitating 
against both the war in Vietnam and apartheid in 
South Africa. He played a key role in the infamous 
Daramalan protest against apartheid which saw 
dozens of our students protest outside the South 
African Embassy during the Springboks rugby 
game in Canberra in July 1971.
He joined the Tax Office in Canberra in 1979 
becoming an effective union activist playing 
prominent roles in many campaigns against 
exploitation and oppression.
On leave from the Tax Office, he did his Master’s 
degrees at Monash University in 1985 and 1986, all 
the while being fiercely active in student politics 
and continuing his campaign against apartheid in 
South Africa. 
After a decade at the Tax Office John went on to 
teach Taxation Law at the Australian National 
University from a Marxist perspective returning 
to the Tax Office in 1998. When he finally left 
in 2008, he was the Assistant Commissioner 
responsible for international tax reform. He 
later taught at the University of Canberra, the 
University of Wollongong and again at the ANU.
John was also a poet, publishing two collections, 
as well as a prodigious contributor to social 
media. He however, remained committed to the 
cause of working-class self-emancipation right to 
the end. 
He left a loving family including partner Patricia 
and their children Michael and Louise.
Vale John - Strong in Faith.

EDDIE VESTJANS – CLASS OF 1972
For the last 50 years, every 
Dara student who entered 
the original Science Wing 
would have noticed the 
geological and biological 
specimens in the glass 
display cases that lined 
the corridor. These were 
part of 20,000 samples 
lent to the College by ex-
teacher and parent Will 
Vestjens in 1967. Each one 

was named, dated and sourced. Will passed away 
in 1979 aged just 52, when his widow bequeathed 
the collection to Daramalan. The collection is now 
in storage after the opening of the new Dempsey 
Wing two years ago.
Sadly, Will’s son Eddie died in the middle of 
last year aged just 66, which brings an end to a 
Daramalan family connection which has gone 
unbroken since the early 60s. Vale Eddie.

PAUL NEWTON – CLASS OF 1980
Last November it was the 
40th anniversary of Paul’s 
death who accidentally 
drowned on his last day of 
Year 12 in 1980. Paul was one 
of seven Daramalan siblings 
beginning with Adrian in 
1969, then Christopher, 
Michael, Paul, Damien, and 
lastly Michelle in 1984.

Vale Paul. 2 March 1963- 27 October 1980.

MARGO BULIC
Early March in 2021 saw one of 
our most loved and respected 
ex-students from 2009 Margo 
Bulic died of a brain tumour 
far too young. Very sad 
and tragic. Her funeral was 
held on Tuesday March 16 
and  our condolences and 
deepest sympathy go out to 
all her friends and family.  
Vale Margo

NSW PREMIER JOHN FAHEY
John Fahey wasn’t a Daramalan boy, but a student 
at our sister school, Chevalier College in Bowral. 
He died last year and a state funeral was held 

for him on Friday, 25 September with a Mass at 
Sydney’s St Mary’s Cathedral which was con-
celebrated by our own Fr Bob Irwin, Daramalan 
Principal from 1983 - 1988.

SPORT
MACK HANSEN (2016)

Mack is now a key member 
of the ACT Brumbies and in 
his second game this year in 
front of a home crowd, the 
Brumbies ran all over the 
NSW Waratahs with a record-

breaking 61-10 score with Mack scoring three 
brilliant tries. 

A fantastic effort which was aided by 
our other Brumby, Tom Ross, also 2016. 
Very proud of both boys, products of the 
Daramalan Rugby program. 

BROOKE GILROY (2019)

What started out as a 
‘Canberra Times’ piece in 
January about Women’s 
Brumbies player Brooke 
Gilroy, very quickly turned 
into a veritable Daramalan 
smorgasbord of 
talent when it 

was realised that journo Caden 
Helmers (2013) was also an ex-
Dara boy, while Brooke’s Rugby 
7’s coach was another ex-Dara 

boy Liam McGrath (2008). It 
doesn’t stop there. 

Liam’s Dara 
dad, Peter 
McGrath (1972), 
scored the first 

ever points for the Canberra 
Raiders in 1982 going on to 
become Chairman of the ARU. When too 
much Dara talent is never enough!

While we are on Brooke, she was also 
working back at the College as the coach of 
our 2020 U/18s women’s team. Last season 
she injured her shoulder playing for the 
Brumbies so jumped at the chance to stay 
involved with Dara football. She said that, “I 
was at a rugby function and one 
of the teachers, Marty Capon, 
(son of ex-teacher Shirley 
Capon) came up to me and 
asked would I like to coach the 
rugby girls if I was able”. The 
rest is history.

Brooke is only young but has an impressive 
rugby resume, having played in the Rugby 
Seven’s national team winning multiple 
championships in Australia and Hong Kong.

THE PERKINS BOYS
At the end of the recent National Baseball 
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season, it was Dara v Dara in the semi-finals 
playoff, when Canberra Cavalry captain 
Robbie Perkins (2012) went head to head 
with his brother Kyle (2009) who plays for the 
Melbourne Aces. Both play as catchers, which 
is striking, but you get the pitcher. (Okay, no 
more foul puns, I promise).

NICK KYRGIOS (2012)

After a year off the tennis circuit, Nick 
arrived at this year’s Australian Open as an 
unknown quantity. However, as Nick always 
does, he made his mark on and off the 
court. Getting to the third Round, the world 
quickly realised “our” Nick was back. Looking 
forward to his next encounter.

Speaking of encounters, pictured above is 
Nick at the College in 2013 being interviewed 
by College Captain George Southwell and 

Irena Reedy 
being asked 
how he sees his 
future and would 
he ever manage 
to get to the 

Australian Open. Question answered! 

LAYLA BAHGAT (2018)

Ex-Dara girl Layla Bahgat 
was Vice-Captain of the ACT 
U/23 Netball team for the 2020 
NSW Premier League Netball 
season which was great to see. 
The U/23s focus on developing 
local talent with most players 

having represented the ACT in national 
competitions.

Layla - who is the daughter of another 
ex-student Pamela Hussey 
(1991) - was part of the Dara 
Senior team that won their 
division in both the 2017 
and 2018 NSW/ACT State 
Championships.

HANNAH DUNN (2009) 

Last May ex-Dara girl 
Hannah Dunn (2009) was 
presented with the Gold 
Coast Suns’ Coach’s 
Award for her first season 
in the Womens’ AFL 
competition.

The Award recognises the player who 
has made the most impact on and off the 
field. Gold Coast coach David Lake said 
“Dunn had done everything asked of her and 
more” and went to say that “her behaviour 
helped create the framework of our program 
because she was so adaptable and flexible.” 
Well, she IS a Dara girl David so we would 
expect nothing less! 

FOOD AND WINE NEWS
When acclaimed wine judge James Halliday released his 

2021 Wine Companion last August, there was probably 
no point in him stating “This was a year most vignerons 
would prefer to forget” due to the 2020 vintage being 
ravaged by drought, bad weather, 
bushfires, smoke taint and COVID. But 
amongst the gloom, there was clearly 
still enough local quality product 
out there and it was pleasing to see 
James’ four highest-rated Canberra 

Region wines were produced by 
Daramalan families. 

Clonakilla’s Tim Kirk, (1984) was awarded 5-stars and 97-points for three of his wines (the 
only local winery to score that high) and Ken Helm’s 2019 premium Riesling was also awarded 
five-stars and 96-points. 

Ken is father to Matt (1990), Natalie 
(1992) and Stephanie (2003) as well as a 
long-term Dara Board member. Incidentally, 
Stephanie has gone on to start her own 
vineyard called, appropriately enough, “The 
Vintner’s Daughter”. 

The following day, Sage Dining 
Rooms in Braddon was voted as the 
best fine dining restaurant in Australia 
by TripAdvisor. Sage is co-owned by 

ex-student Peter Harrington (1996). TripAdvisor Awards 
pull together all the reviews and ratings from 
travellers across the globe and uses that info to 
measure the “Best of the Best”. Peter’s “Sage” 

is now recognised as Australia’s best fine dining establishment and amongst 
the top one per cent of restaurants worldwide. Peter is pictured below, in Year 
10 as part of ex-teacher Frank Djusic’s 
“Young Chef’s Culinary Awards Team” 
along with Aaron Hardcastle, Simon 
Needham and Dimitri Eliopolous (all 
1996). 

Congratulations to Peter and his 
team. Very well deserved in a very 
demanding industry and the perfect 
evening would clearly be a table at 
“Sage” enjoying a bottle of Tim’s 
Clonakilla.

Ken Helm Natalie Matt Stephanie

Peter
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ZACK ELLIOT (2006)

As a consequence of Coronavirus pandemic, it’s fair to 
say that Australia is the probably the best place in the 
world to be at present. 

Dara boy and Michelin-starred chef Zack Elliot thought so 
too after returning home from Singapore early last year. And 

here’s the best bit; he’s now 
part of the team at the Spence 
Bakery owned by his parents Catherine and Dean Elliott. 

Zach - now Elliott-Crenn - was last working as the pastry 
chef at the acclaimed “Maggie Joans” in Singapore before the 
bright lights and glittering nightlife of Spence called him home 
where his sourdough breads, eclairs, sausage rolls and pies etc 

are creating a local sensation.
Zach’s career started at “Courgette” in Civic followed by Melbourne’s “Vue de Monde”. 

Moving to the UK after stints in France and New York, he was awarded his Michelin star at 
London’s “Portland” restaurant before being poached by “Maggie Joans”. However, none of 
that compares to the pâtisseries he is currently creating at the Spence Family 
Bakery right here in Canberra.

But the story doesn’t finish there. His younger brother Max (2015) has also 
just qualified as a pastry chef and you’ll find him, along with dad Dean, in the 
shop creating some truly mouth-watering delights. Talk about having your 
cake and eating it too!

I can highly recommend a quick trip to Spence.

It was a Dara full house at Pialligo Estate in February 2020 when Brittany Jamieson 
(2011) married Chris Horsfall (2009). However, the Dara connection didn’t stop at the 
Bride and Groom. Not only was the bridal party all Dara, but so were another 13 guests 
including the photographer Michael Conlin (2001) pictured far right.

Pictured from left; Sam Turnbull (2004), Daniel Horsfall (2012), Conor Gerrard (2016), 
Jordan Butler (2013), Adrian Tjahjana (2009), Claudia Bell (2012), Addison Sullivan (2013), 
Chris Horsfall (2009), Brittany Jamieson (2011), Abbey Jamieson (2012), Kyle Welsh (2020), 
April Welsh (2016), Greg Turnbull (1974), Nic Horsfall (2015), Chantelle Watson (2015), Dara 
teacher Ms Rebecca Willimott, the mother of the groom, Talisa Ayamiseba (2017), Mavineet 
Kumar (2009), Nithiya Mohan (2008), and lastly, Dara staff member and the bride’s mother 
Yvonne Turnbull. This is going to be a hard one to beat.

IT WAS ALL CLASS AT THIS WEDDING

BACK TO THE FUTURE IN THE CANTEEN

In a (questionable) homage to some well-loved Daramalan traditions, last June the 
school Canteen/Tuckshop offered our current students an opportunity to peek through the 
gastronomic Tuckshop window from years gone by. 

Offering sausage rolls in a bun, as well as hot dogs, hash browns (in a bun), chicken tenders 
with mayo (also in a bun!) and 
even red frogs, it was indeed 
a celebration of all things 
“healthy” and “nutritious” from 
our past. (We couldn’t find 
anyone who still makes those 
sticky cream buns or long-life 
doughnuts!). 

Pictured are some ex-students 
- who are now current staff - that 
couldn’t wait to relive this retro 
epicurean experience.

NOT STRICTLY AN ALUMNI STORY…… but a Daramalan connection, nevertheless.
Many of you would remember that last year WWII 
seaman Teddy Sheean was posthumously awarded 
the Victoria Cross after many years of lobbying. 
The story behind his Award is as follows. In late 
1942, Teddy’s ship was attacked by Japanese planes 
near Timor and started to sink. To quote Wikipedia, 
“As the crew leapt into the sea, they were strafed 
by the attacking aircraft. Sheean—after assisting to 
free a life-raft — was hit by two bullets from one of 
the aircraft, wounding him in the chest and back. 
Scrambling across the deck, he strapped himself 
into the 20 mm cannon and began shooting at the 
fighters in an effort to protect some of the sailors 
already in the sea. Subject to the fire from Sheean’s 
gun, the Japanese aircraft were kept at bay and were 
unable to effectively strafe those in the water”. 
Teddy continued to fire and managed to shoot down 
one of the Japanese bombers. He damaged a further 
two aircraft before the boat’s stern was engulfed by 
the sea. Despite this, Sheean maintained his fire as 
the water rose above his feet, and remained firing as 
he “disappeared beneath the waves”. 
In 1999, the submarine HMAS Sheean was named 

in his honour – the first ever to be named for a naval 
rating - and in December 2020 Teddy was finally 
recognised for his Valour.
And the Daramalan link? We currently have three 
boys at the College, Matthew, Ryan and Ben 
Rickard who are Teddy’s great-grandnephews and 
are pictured here with the painting of Teddy’s heroic 
action at the Australian War Memorial. A really 
proud day for the Rickard family and Daramalan.
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THE EARLIEST COLOUR SHOTS  
OF DARAMALAN
When the old MSC Residence was being cleared 
out before it’s demolition for the new Performing 
Arts Wing, we uncovered a set of photos taken in 
what appears to be March 1962, eight weeks after 
the College opened.

From left; Michael Tankey (1969), Anthony Quinn 
(1967),  MSC Provincial, (?) and Mark Barrett (1969)

If you can identify these two 
young men, that would be great. 
Possibly Bernie Rodwell...?

Five original Daramalan MSC from left, Fr Terry 
Naughton, Fr Phelan, Fr Jack Dempsey, Fr Fred 
Ross and Br Moir-Bussy

Top floor of one of the two original wings which 
originally featured the senior classes which consisted of 
Year 6 and Form 1. It is now the McMahon Wing.

The first MSC residence before the main building was 
completed on the Daramalan grounds was located at 84 
Davenport St Dickson

Newer Alumni might still recognise the inside the 
classroom above except for the hat racks which disappeared 
years ago. Each classroom had approximately 48 hat racks 
where the boys had to hang their cap or hat as well as their 
blazer before class. So a bit HAS changed since 1962.

1971 Daramalan 
vice captain 
Peter Martin 
with school 
captain Denis 
Flynn

Sante Zuccolotto

Cliff Goddard Steve Devine

MEMORIES OF THE DARA BAND GAREMA PLACE 1971

The ACT Heritage Library recently posted 
a photo from their collection picturing the 
Daramalan Brass Band playing in Garema 
Place on Saturday 27 March 1971. The 
performance, conducted by Les Alley, 
earned one brief sentence in the Daramalan 
records. 

Interestingly however, there were two 
other ‘highlights’ on that same Saturday. 

The Junior Basketball Finals were held, 
which was described as “yet another 
unfortunate sporting failure”, and secondly, 
two Dara entries in the Canberra Bathtub 
Race came “last and second last”. (Yes, 
bathtub racing was a thing back then). But 
the day did pick up when 1971 school captain 
Denis Flynn’s “speedy bathtub” entry won 
the same competition. (Bet that stayed on 

Denis’s CV for 
years to come!) 

Ex-student 
Sante Zuccolotto 
(1977) loved the pic 
commenting that 
he was the “third 
trombone on the 
right”. 

On a less encouraging note Steve Devine 
(1971) noted that it was him and Cliff 
Goddard (1971) “who were the crew that 
came last. Our exploits featured on the 
Capital 7 station identification ad for months 
afterwards”. Great work gentlemen.

April really couldn’t come fast enough, 
with the school archives also showing that 
two weeks previously, the Dara swim team 
was “unable to win” the prestigious Dodson 
Shield for the second time, which was 
“cause for grave concern”. For our younger 
Alumni, that’s how positive reinforcement 
encouragement worked in the 70s.

However, March 1971 wasn’t ALL doom 
and gloom; cricketer Greg Chappell did visit 
the College on the 9th for a coaching session. 
And the band’s gig in Civic WAS a huge 
success!
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ALLAN MCKINNON (1976)

Early last year it was 
widely reported that 
Australian academic Kylie 
Moore-Gilbert was being 
held hostage by Iranian 
authorities on trumped-up 
espionage charges. She was 
eventually released as part 
of a prisoner swap deal.

What was not so well reported were the 
secret negotiations, led by Nick Warner the 
head of Australia’s intelligence community, 
who was working with Australia’s ambassador 
to Thailand Dara boy Allan McKinnon. Alan, 
who speaks fluent Thai, spent 12 months on 
the plan, lobbying Thai officials to release 
three Iranian terrorists in exchange for Kylie 
Moore-Gilbert. So, the next time you are in 
Bangkok, give Al a call and offer to buy him a 
beer; it’s the Dara thing to do.

PETER CAMPBELL (1980)

With no Anzac Day 
ceremonies allowed in 2020, 
it was fitting that one of our 
own wrote and performed 
the special to commemorate 
Australia’s special day. Peter 
wrote and performed his 
take on the current situation, 

with a new release entitled “The Lost 

Soldier”, which won the Anzac Song of the 
Year Award for 2020. Check it out here:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZsu2NuA-lo

Peter was playing guitar during his Dara 
days, leaving to join the Police Force in 
the early 80s. After a long stint enforcing 
the thin blue line, he pursued his own 
love of the Blues playing bass, guitar and 
providing vocals with other musicians, until 
recently when he decided to pursue his own 
solo career in Toowoomba and southern 
Queensland.

Congratulations Pete; great song and 
great achievement.

HAND-CRAFTED AT DARAMALAN

Policing 
just got a little 
bit better last 
June when the 
Craft boys, 
Adrian (1984) 

pictured left, and brother Matt (1987) below 
right, were jointly promoted to the rank of 
Inspector with ACT Policing. 2020 is also 
the first time the rank of Inspector has been 
declared since 1988.

The Craft name is also synonymous with 
Dara Rugby in the 80s with Matt being both 
an ACT and Australian Rugby representative. 
Playing for the First XV he was alongside 
other notable 1987 luminaries such as 
Marco Caputo (1989), Glen Carey (1988), 
Justin Williams (1984), Justin Hyland (1987) 
and Tim Ward (1978), coached by (future) 
Principal Dave Garratt and Matt Hutchison 
(1982), now Headmaster at Marist College 
Canberra. Congratulations Adrian and Matt, 
a formidable police line up!

Speaking of 
Principals, another 
ex-Dara boy Alan 
Shaw (1973) is 
now Principal at 
the Knox School in 

Melbourne.

MICK ASHLEY (1987) 

Mick is an artist 
producing “quirky, vibrant 
and unique” pieces using 
a combination of the old 
and the new. His latest 
work showcases the twin 
scourges that have afflicted 

Australia, Canberra in particular, with the 
summer bushfires and now the virus. Check 
out his very clever creations here:  
https://mickashley.com.au/about/

MARTY SHEARGOLD (1989)

You really can’t go wrong if you have 
Kitty Flanagan writing a comedy show for 
TV. So her latest offering called “Fisk”, at 
9.00pm every Wednesday on the ABC, is a 
very funny show. Especially when you realise 
Kitty’s co-star is ex-Dara boy Marty Sheargold 
(1989) a true comedy professional who’s been 
performing on radio, TV and stand-up for over 
30 years. As Molly used to say, “do yourself a 
favour” and watch Marty at his best.   

JEREMY FEWTRELL (1992)

Picking up an Award in 
the recent Australia Day 
Honours was ex-Dara student 
Jeremy Fewtrell. Jeremy is 
the NSW Deputy Fire and 
Rescue Commissioner and 
received the Australian Fire 
Service Medal for providing 
“exemplary service to both the 
service and NSW community 
for more than 23 years”. 
Congratulations Jeremy, very well deserved, 
especially after the catastrophic bush fires of 
12 months ago.

Jeremy (far left) at the 1992 Deb BallJeremy (far left) at the 1992 Deb Ball

WHAT OUR ALUMNI HAVE BEEN UP TO...
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MAGNET MAN BRENDAN SLOANE 
(1993) ATTRACTED BACK TO 
CANBERRA

Starting nearly 
20 years ago, 
most of our 
Alumni would be 

familiar with the “Magnet Mart Man”, known 
for his over-the-top manic promotion of the 
Canberra hardware chain. Portrayed by ex-
Dara boy Brendan Sloane, he’s now back in 
town and local CT journo Megan Doherty 
recently penned an interesting piece about 
Brendan’s life featuring his family and new 
book. A great read. Her piece also answers 
the burning two-decade question; did he 
shave for the ads or is he naturally bald? Click 
hair for the answer:  
https://tinyurl.com/16jshq8o

MATT DEVINE (1995)

If you’ve seen that new Carlton TV “Zero” 
commercial, which is a great ad, then you’ll 
realise it’s even better when you realise it was 
shot by ex-Dara boy Matt Devine.

Sydney-based Matt is a film director 
specialising in commercials, music videos and 

feature films. His 
CV includes a heap 
of major advertising 
gongs including 
Gold, Silver and 
Bronze Lions at the 
Cannes Advertising 
Festival. 

Matt is also the son of 
another former Dara student 
Steve Devine (1971) who 
is acknowledged as one of 
Australia’s top sound guys. A 

real family affair. 
So, grab a Carlton and check out Matt’s 

work here:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=akMHefe_IvA

LLOYD ALLISON-YOUNG (2008)

After twelve years honing his acting skills 
across various movies and TV series – plus 
a heap of school plays – Lloyd popped up 
again in a funny two-minute commercial for 
a loan company called Pepper Money. Lloyd 
even manages to warble his way through this 
great little Aussie memory jogger. Well worth 
a watch! https://youtu.be/Hk6WPGVMFOU

MICHAEL CATALDO (2012)

Each November, Daramalan 
participates in the “Brave 
Shave” cancer fund-raising 
campaign. In 2020 ex-student 
Michael Cataldo, part of the 
Cataldo dynasty, came back 

to the College to shear a few student heads 
for the 2020 event. Held at lunchtime, seven 
“keen” students had the pleasure of having 
their hair shaved by Mr Cataldo from the 
eponymously named salon raising over $5000 
in the process. A big thank you Michael for 
your time and expertise.

SOPHIE HOWARD (2015)

If you were in the 
Sydney CBD over 
Christmas last year, 
you may have noticed 

the Christmas window displays in the City 
David Jones store. If you did, our own 
Sophie Howard came up with the innovative 
concepts and implementation. Sophie is the 
daughter of talented Dara 
Visual Arts Coordinator 
ex-student and teacher, Jo 
Howard. 

Congratulations on your 
great work Sophie!

TIARNIE HARIDEMOS  
(COLLEGE CAPTAIN 2015)

If you ever 
sat next to 
Tiarnie in 
class and 
heard her 

humming away, you’ll 
be pleased to know she 
has put her considerable 

musical talents to good use and is now an 
accomplished singer/songwriter living in 
Sydney. She has been featured on Triple J 
and released her debut EP last year where it 
was launched at Beach Burrito on City Walk in 
Canberra. 

JACK KRUGER (2020)

One of the great 
characters to graduate from 
Daramalan last year was 
“our Jack”, and I would like 
to share an update on his 
progress, to illustrate that 
anything is possible - with 

and without a disability - if you have the right 
positive mindset. 

Jack is now part of the Governor-General’s 
hospitality household team at Government 
House for two days a week. All that training 
in Ms Kline’s Hospitality classes is really 
paying off!

But wait, there’s more! Jack is also working 
as an After-School Care Educator a day a 
week, then if that’s not enough, he is mowing 
lawns around his 
neighbourhood with 
his own small business 
“Flash Mowing”. A very 
positive and uplifting 
story about one of our 
inspiring ex-students.

Jack in Year 12 Hospitality
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DARA COVID CONNECTIONS
When reports first 

emerged from China of a 
new virus early last year, 
ex-Dara girl and now Perth 
doctor, Clare Huppatz 
(1991), knew Western 
Australia would need to 

be prepared and move quickly. Within days 
Dr Clare was given the task of heading up 
a team of 12 people to track down infected 
persons in an attempt to outpace the spread 
of the disease.

Clare said 
that in the 
first months of 
2020 no one 
knew anything 
about the virus 
and her team 
were making 
400 or 500 tracing phone calls a day to slow 
the spread further — potentially stopping a 
deadly scenario.

As the months progressed things began 
to improve and with the start of the COVID 
vaccinations in last month, two more ex-
students we featured as part of the emerging 
rollout.

Locally, Nikoletta 
Karagiannidis (2016) 
administered the very first 
local jab here in the ACT. 
As she has been working in 
the COVID-19 testing team 
at the 
Garran 

Surge Centre. She was 
chosen by Canberra 
Health Services to be 
injector #1 for the ACT 
which must surely be 
going on the CV!

Further 
afield Marcelle 
Appay (2009) 
who is a 
pharmacist 
working at 

Westmead Hospital in Sydney was part of 
the team that began the first vaccinations in 
NSW. Neither girls’ efforts were in vein!

2010 CLASS REUNION
With Class Reunions cancelled last year 

due to COVID restrictions, it wasn’t until 
November that restrictions were relaxed 
enough for small gatherings. Consequently 
the Class of 2010 were able to get together 
at the Eastlakes Club in Gungahlin at the 
last minute. It was good to get back to (a 
sort of) normal. 

Enjoy the photos!




